CHAPTER XII

THE RESTORATION OF THE BERARS

I HOPE that the statements made in the two preceding
chapters will have been of some use to the reader in pre-
paring his mind for the careful consideration of the demand
of HJE.H. the Nizam Mir Osman Ali Khan for the restora-
tion of the Berars. This request was contained in a letter
dated 25th October, 1923, written personally to the Earl of
Reading and subsequently published in the Press at the
end of January, 1924. The text of this letter forms the
substance of this chapter, and I am not so presumptuous as
to attempt to add anything to the exposition of the case as
furnished in the moving narration of my Prince and Master.

But before the citation I would refer to one incident which
bears upon the subject and which came under my own
observation. The letter of His Highness was written on
25th October. A month later Lord Reading came to Hyder-
abad as the honoured guest of the Nizam. It is, therefore,
perfectly clear that the Viceroy of the time had not taken
umbrage at the Nizam's communication, and it may be
assumed that he did not find anything unreasonable or
reprehensible in the request for the restoration of his dis-
tricts in Berar despite the formal agreement of manage-
ment concluded in 1902. In the old autocratic days, to
which reference has been made, things, no doubt, would have
been different, and Hyderabad would have been notified
that the Viceroy's visit was not to take place. But the
times have changed and Lord Reading is not built that way.

His intercourse with His Highness was marked by great
cordiality, his demeanour towards all of us, who were
brought into even remote contact with him personally,
was gracious and friendly, and when he departed he left
behind him the best impressions of his sincerity as a man
and of his high attainments and character as a distinguished
statesman. We can only hope that his visit to Hyderabad
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